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Passion For Souls Oswald J Smith

Passion for Souls Oswald J. Smith Oswald J. Smith was a renowned Christian evangelist, pastor, and missionary
advocate whose life and work continue to inspire believers worldwide. Central to his ministry was an unwavering passion for
souls, a deep desire to see people come to faith in Jesus Christ and be transformed by His love. This article explores the life,
beliefs, and legacy of Oswald J. Smith, emphasizing his passionate commitment to evangelism and missions.

Early Life and Background

Family and Education
Oswald J. Smith was born in 1889 in Ontario, Canada. His early life was marked by a strong Christian upbringing, which laid
the foundation for his future ministry. He attended the University of Toronto, where he developed a keen interest in theology
and evangelism.

Call to Ministry
From a young age, Smith felt a compelling call to serve God through preaching and evangelism. His early experiences
included participating in local revival meetings and missionary outreach, fueling his desire to reach the lost.

Leadership at Toronto Baptist Church

Pastoral Ministry
In 1913, Oswald J. Smith became the pastor of the Toronto Baptist Church, a position he held for over 40 years. Under his
leadership, the church grew significantly and became a hub for evangelistic activities.

Focus on Evangelism
Smith emphasized the importance of personal evangelism and global missions. He believed that every Christian had a
responsibility to share the Gospel, which became a hallmark of his ministry.

Passion for Souls: Core Principles and Beliefs

The Great Commission
At the heart of Oswald J. Smith’s ministry was a commitment to the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19-20. He
believed that reaching the lost was the primary purpose of the church.

Prioritizing evangelism over programs1.
Mobilizing believers for outreach2.
Supporting global missions financially and prayerfully3.



Personal Sacrifice and Commitment
Smith’s passion was demonstrated through his personal sacrifices, including his time, resources, and energy dedicated to
evangelism and missions. He often challenged his congregation to adopt a missionary mindset.

The Power of Prayer
He emphasized prayer as essential for effective evangelism, encouraging believers to pray earnestly for the salvation of
others and for missionaries around the world.

Major Contributions and Legacy

Missionary Support and Advocacy
Oswald J. Smith was instrumental in establishing and supporting numerous mission agencies. He believed that the church
must be actively involved in spreading the Gospel to unreached peoples.

Fundraising for missions1.
Sending missionaries abroad2.
Raising awareness about global evangelism3.

Authorship and Publications
Smith authored several influential books and sermons that continue to inspire evangelists today. His writings often centered
on the theme of evangelism and the urgency of reaching souls.

Influence on Modern Evangelism
His passionate preaching and innovative approaches influenced generations of pastors and evangelists, shaping modern
evangelistic strategies.

Key Quotes and Ideas

Oswald J. Smith's words continue to resonate with believers seeking to fulfill the Great Commission. Some notable quotes
include:

"The church that loses its passion for souls will lose its power."1.
"The greatest tragedy in the world is not the death of the body but the death of the soul."2.
"We are debtors to every man, to every woman, to every child, to every creature of God."3.

These quotes encapsulate his fervent desire to see souls saved and his conviction that evangelism is the church’s highest
calling.
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Practical Lessons from Oswald J. Smith’s Life

1. Cultivate a Passion for Souls
A genuine love for people and a desire to see them saved should drive every believer’s actions.

2. Prioritize Evangelism
Church programs and activities should serve the primary goal of reaching the lost.

3. Support Missions Actively
Financial giving, prayer, and personal involvement in missions are vital components of fulfilling the Great Commission.

4. Lead by Example
Pastors and leaders should model passionate evangelism and inspire their congregations to do the same.

5. Pray Persistently
Effective evangelism begins with prayer, seeking God's guidance and power for outreach efforts.

Modern Relevance of Oswald J. Smith’s Passion for Souls

Even after more than a century, Oswald J. Smith’s teachings and example remain relevant. In an increasingly secular world,
his emphasis on evangelism and missions challenges believers to remain committed to spreading the Gospel.

Encourages churches to adopt a missionary mindset1.
Reminds believers of the urgency of evangelism2.
Inspires new generations to prioritize soul-winning3.

His life exemplifies that a church’s vitality and effectiveness are directly linked to its passion for souls.

Conclusion

Oswald J. Smith’s life was a testament to his unwavering passion for souls. His dedication to evangelism, global missions,
and personal sacrifice left an indelible mark on the Christian community. Today, believers are still challenged by his example
to prioritize soul-winning, support missions, and pray fervently for the salvation of others. His legacy reminds us that the true
measure of a church’s success is its passion for reaching the lost and bringing them into the loving embrace of Christ.
Whether through reading his writings, emulating his zeal, or supporting missions, we can carry forward Oswald J. Smith’s
passionate vision for souls until every person hears the Gospel and has the opportunity to respond.

Passion for Souls Oswald J. Smith: A Deep Dive into the Life, Legacy, and Principles of a Christian Evangelist

When exploring influential figures in Christian evangelism and mission work, few names resonate as profoundly as Passion
for Souls Oswald J. Smith. His unwavering dedication to winning souls for Christ and his visionary leadership continue to



inspire pastors, missionaries, and believers worldwide. This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of Oswald J.
Smith’s life, his philosophy encapsulated in the phrase “Passion for Souls,” and the enduring principles that continue to
shape evangelistic efforts today.

Who Was Oswald J. Smith?

Oswald J. Smith (1889–1981) was a prominent Canadian Baptist pastor, evangelist, and author renowned for his passionate
commitment to evangelism and missions. Serving as the pastor of the People's Church in Toronto for over 50 years, he was
an influential voice in 20th-century Christianity, emphasizing the importance of personal salvation and global evangelization.

His life was characterized by an intense zeal for souls, which he believed was the primary purpose of the church. Smith's
writings, sermons, and leadership have left a lasting legacy, inspiring generations to pursue God's heart for the lost.

The Concept of “Passion for Souls”

At the core of Oswald J. Smith’s ministry was the phrase “Passion for Souls”, which encapsulates his relentless desire to see
individuals come to faith in Christ. This passion was not merely a fleeting emotion but a driving force behind his entire life and
work.

What does “Passion for Souls” entail?

A Heartfelt Desire for the Lost: Smith believed that every person has intrinsic worth in God's eyes and that it is the1.
church’s duty to reach out to those who are perishing spiritually.
Urgency and Compassion: His approach was characterized by a sense of urgency, emphasizing that souls are dying2.
without Christ and that believers must act swiftly.
Sacrificial Commitment: This passion often led him to personal sacrifice, including financial giving, extensive travel, and3.
risking comfort to evangelize.

Key Principles from Oswald J. Smith’s Passion for Souls

To understand how Smith’s passion translated into practical evangelism and missions, it’s essential to explore the core
principles that guided his ministry.

The Great Commission as the Church’s Primary Mission1.

Smith steadfastly believed the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18–20) was the church’s highest calling. His conviction was
that:

Reaching the lost should be the main focus of every church.1.
Personal salvation must lead to active evangelism.2.
Missions are integral to the church’s purpose, not an optional add-on.3.

Personal Evangelism as a Priority1.

He emphasized that evangelism begins with individual believers. His teachings included:

Sharing the Gospel in everyday life.1.
Cultivating a personal burden for the lost.2.
Equipping church members to be effective soul-winners.3.

The Power of Prayer and Faith1.

Smith believed that prayer was essential for effective evangelism. Key points include:
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Praying for the lost by name.1.
Believing that God’s power is necessary to transform hearts.2.
Expecting God to answer prayer and bring revival.3.

The Importance of Missions and Global Outreach1.

He championed international missions, urging churches to:

Support missionaries financially and prayerfully.1.
Send missionaries to unreached areas.2.
View missions as a universal responsibility.3.

Oswald J. Smith’s Major Contributions to Evangelism and Missions

Smith’s influence extended through his writings, sermons, and leadership roles. Some of his notable contributions include:

The Book “The Man God Uses”1.

This influential work discusses the qualities and spiritual disciplines necessary for God to use individuals effectively for His
kingdom, emphasizing a passionate heart for souls.

The Establishment of the People's Church in Toronto1.

As pastor for over 50 years, Smith built a congregation that prioritized evangelism and missions, inspiring countless believers
to adopt a “Passion for Souls” mentality.

Advocacy for Missionary Support1.

He was a pioneer in promoting systematic and generous giving to missions, challenging churches to commit more resources
toward unreached peoples.

Inspirational Sermons and Conferences1.

Smith’s sermons often challenged believers to evaluate their commitment to evangelism, emphasizing that the church’s
vitality depends on its passion for souls.

Practical Lessons from Oswald J. Smith’s Life and Ministry

For contemporary believers and church leaders, the principles exemplified by Oswald J. Smith serve as a blueprint for
cultivating a deeper passion for souls.

How to emulate Smith’s passion:

Develop a Personal Burden for the Lost: Spend time praying for specific individuals and unreached nations.1.
Prioritize Evangelism in Church Programs: Create outreach events, follow-up systems, and training for effective2.
witnessing.
Invest in Missions: Regularly support missionaries and participate in mission trips.3.
Preach and Teach on Evangelism: Make it a central theme in sermons and Bible studies.4.
Lead by Example: Demonstrate personal commitment through active involvement in outreach efforts.5.

Challenges and Criticisms

While Oswald J. Smith’s passion for souls inspired many, some critics have noted potential pitfalls:



Overemphasis on Evangelism: Some argue that focusing primarily on soul-winning might neglect social justice or holistic1.
ministry.
Burnout Risks: The relentless pursuit of evangelism could lead to personal fatigue if not balanced with spiritual renewal.2.
Cultural Relevance: Certain methods used in Smith’s era may need adaptation for today’s diverse cultural contexts.3.

Despite these challenges, the core message of passionate evangelism remains relevant and vital.

Legacy of Oswald J. Smith

Oswald J. Smith’s life exemplifies what it means to have a Passion for Souls. His writings, sermons, and leadership continue
to inspire churches to prioritize evangelism and missions. The principles he espoused have become foundational in many
evangelistic and missionary movements worldwide.

His enduring legacy includes:

Inspiring countless individuals to become soul-winners.1.
Encouraging churches to adopt a global mission mindset.2.
Demonstrating that unwavering passion can influence generations.3.

Final Thoughts

The story of Passion for Souls Oswald J. Smith is a testament to what can be achieved when a person’s heart beats in
rhythm with God’s desire for the lost. His life challenges believers today to examine their own passions and commitments to
evangelism. Whether through personal outreach, supporting missions, or inspiring others, Smith’s example invites us to
embrace a life driven by a genuine passion for souls, ultimately fulfilling the Great Commission and demonstrating Christ’s
love to the world.

In conclusion, Oswald J. Smith’s legacy teaches us that true Christian passion is marked by a relentless pursuit of the lost,
sacrificial service, and unwavering faith. His life remains a compelling call for believers everywhere to prioritize the salvation
of souls above all else.

Questions & Answers About passion for souls oswald j smith

No Question Answer

1 What is the main message of Oswald J.
Smith's 'Passion for Souls'?

Oswald J. Smith emphasizes the importance of having a heartfelt
passion for winning souls for Christ and encourages believers to
prioritize evangelism as the core purpose of the church and individual
life.

2 How did Oswald J. Smith define a true
passion for souls?

He defined a true passion for souls as a deep, unwavering desire to see
people come to Christ, driven by love and compassion, which motivates
consistent evangelistic efforts and personal sacrifice.

3 Why is 'Passion for Souls' considered a
significant work in evangelism literature?

Because it challenges believers to renew their commitment to
evangelism, inspiring countless Christians to adopt a more fervent,
persistent approach to sharing the Gospel, making it a foundational and
influential message in evangelism circles.

4 What practical steps does Oswald J.
Smith suggest to cultivate a passion for
souls?

He encourages studying the Bible, praying earnestly for lost souls,
engaging in personal evangelism, and developing a compassionate
heart through ministry and service to others.



© qr-qa.cbsnorthstar.com Passion For Souls Oswald J Smith 7

5 How has 'Passion for Souls' influenced
modern evangelism practices?

The book has inspired many evangelists and church leaders to prioritize
soul-winning in their ministries, fostering a mindset of urgency and
compassion that continues to shape evangelistic outreach today.

6 What role does Oswald J. Smith believe
the church should play in the Great
Commission?

He believed the church has a vital role in actively evangelizing and
reaching the lost, advocating for a church that is passionate, mission-
minded, and dedicated to fulfilling Christ’s command to make disciples
of all nations.

Oswald J. Smith, evangelism, soul winning, Christian ministry, revival, missionary work, spiritual passion, church growth,
religious inspiration, faith-based outreach
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